II. Remarks on the Palmyrene Infcription at 
Teive. In a Letter to the Rev . Thomas 
Birch, D. D. Secretary to the Royal Society , 
from the Rev. John Swinton, B. D. F.R.S. 
Member of the Academy degli Apatifti at 
Florence, and of the Etrufcan Academy 
of Cortona in Tufcany. 

Good Sir, 

Read Jan. 23 , r T^ HE Palmyrene infcription at Teive 
1766. J_ jj av j n g been inaccurately taken by 
Sig. Pietro della Valle, the tranfcript publilhed in 
the Philofopbical TranfaSiions muft be looked upon 
as incorredt, and confequently the explication of that 
infcription, which the Royal Society did me the 
honour (1) formerly to publifh, cannot in all points be 
intirely depended upon. Having therefore been in¬ 
formed, that the ftone itfelf, brought a few years fince 
out of the Eaft, was in the pofteffion of the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Belborough ; I refolved to at¬ 
tempt getting a light of it, that a true copy of lb cu¬ 
rious a monument might in proper time be imparted to 
the learned world. Having opened my defign to 
John Wood, Efq; member of parliament for Brack- 
ley in Northampton (hire, a gentleman of great me¬ 
rit and erudition, he carried me, with the utmoft 
politenefs and good nature, to Lord Belborough’s 
houfe in Cavendilh-Square, May 21, 1764; where 
I had a full view of the ftone, examined the in- 

(1) Philofoph. Tranjatl. Vol. XLVIII. Par. II. p. 746-751. 
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fcription with all the attention I was capable of, and 
took the tranfcript exhibited here upon the fpot. In 
order therefore to redtify all former miftakes, occa- 
fioned by Sig. Pietro della Valle’s blunders, I judged 
it might not be improper to communicate this, to¬ 
gether with a new Latin and Englifh verfion of it, at¬ 
tended by a copy of the correfpondent Greek infcrip- 
tion, as it appears on the ftone, to the Royal Society ; 
fubmitting to the confideration of that illuftrious 
body, with all poffible deference, the fhort remarks 
tranfmitted you in this paper. 

For the Palmyrene infciption, fee Tab. I. 

The infcription in Hebrew or Chaldee Characters. 

mp Nftby tno ysv 

dSjHJN NBnjn NDDD 

JOVI FVLMINATORI IN AETERNVM fit REVEREN- 

TIA-OPERIMENTVM ET LECTVM ei DEDICA- 

VIT AGATHANGELVS, 

To JUPITER THE THUNDERER FOR EVER be 
REVERENCE-AGATHANGELVS DEDICATED tO 

him this covered bed. 

For the correfpondent Greek infcription, as it ap¬ 
pears on the ftone, fee Tab. I. 

Remarks on the Palmyrene Infcription. 

i. That Baal, the great divinity of Syria and 
Phoenicia, anfwered to the ZEY2 of the Greeks, 
and the jupiter of the Latins, as we find intimated 
by the two infcriptions before me, is acknowledged by 

fome 
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fame of the moft celebrated ancient writers ; and has 
been clearly evinced by (2) me, in a former paper. 

2. The word yw, shemetz, fometimes denotes 
noise, pr sound, according to (3) Schindler, 
Schmidius, and Cocceius. It is likewife taken in 
Scripture for a voice in the air (4), as we learn 
from Stockius, Baal shemetz, therefore, may be 
rendered DOMtNvs mvrmvris soni, svsvrrj, vel 
VOCIS IN AERE, THE LORD OF the NOISE, OF THE 
sound, or of the voice in the air ; and confe- 
quently may be deemed perfectly equivalent to ZETS 
KEPAYNTOS, or jupiter the thunderer, in the 
correfpondent Greek infeription. A new figuie of 
T zade here prefents itfelf to our view, which hat not 
been handed down to us by any other momument 
of the Palmyrenes. 

3. The following word, iDID, or N 7 ) 0 , timor, 
reverentia, veneratio, &c. appears, in the very 
fame fignification, (5) in two Palmyrene inferiptions, 
fome years fince by me explained. Nothing can be 
more common in the oriental languages than the 
ellipfis, or fuppreflion, of the verb (6) fubftantive, 
which occurs here. 

(2) Philof. Tran/. Vol. XLVIII. Par. II. p. 748, 749. 

(3) Vid. Schindlerum Schmidium, Cocceium, jo. Chrift. 
Clod. Lex Hebraic. SeleSf. p. 509, 510. Lipfiae, 1744. & Jo. 
Leonhard. Reckenberger. Lib . Radio, five Lex. Hebraic, p. 1515. 
Jenae, 1749. 

(4) Chrift. Stock. Clav. Ling. Sanft. Vet. Teft. p. 1115^ 
Jenae, 1721. It muft be remarked, that the word shemetz, 
as explained here, will greatly illuftrate two paftages in the book 
of Job, (IV. 12. XXXVI. 14.) and decide in favour of the 
explication of thofe paftages given by Schmidius and Cocceius* 

(5) Pbikf. Tranf. ubi fup. p. 698. 

(6) Johan. Buxtorf. Thefaur. Grammat. p. 472. Bafileae, 
1663. 

4. With 
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4' With regard to NobV, of the Chaldee or Sy¬ 
riac form, it will be Efficient to obferve, that it an- 
fwers here to aeternitas, j>j?rebtv*TAS> &e. 
So that tfoby KUO may be rendered reverentia 

AETERNI TATIS, OT REVERENTIA AETERNA, The 
term KOb^ may likewife be confidered as equivalent 
to ttdiybt in aeternvm, the particle b being not 
improbably here underftood. Such elliples as this 
were by no means uncommon in the eaftern world, 
as we find clearly evinced by (7) Noldius. 

5. Nothing farther is requifite to be obferved of 
the Hebrew, Chaldee, or Syriac verb 0"ip (8), ob- 
tvlit, libavit, dedicavit, See. than that it 
feems perfectly conlonant to the tenor of the infcrip- 
tion, and conveys to us the fame idea that is exhi¬ 
bited to our view by the word ANE 0 HKEN, in the 
correlpondent Greek infcription. 

6. The next word KfCD, or KTODO (9), operi- 
mentvm, is intirely Syriac. It may not be impro¬ 
per to remark, that the letter ’Thau here is of a fome- 
what unulual form j and that the Vau is underftood, 
or fuppreffed, after the Phoenician manner. The 
figure likewife of the Samecb, unlefs part of it has 
been effaced by the injuries of time, does not per¬ 
fectly agree with any of thofe'cbara&ers that have 
been hitherto confidered as forms of that element, 

7. The copulative Vau , that follows, and conne&s 
KIT'D with the fubftantive Kany, or KDT> lectvs, 

(7) Chriftian. Nold. Concordant, Particular. Bbrao - Chaldaicar. 
p.416,417. Jense, 1734. 

(8) Vid. Johan. Buxtorf. Sen. et Jun. Val. Schindl. aliofq. 
JLexicograph. Hebr. Chal. Syr. &c^ 

(9) Johan. Buxtorf. Jun. L&x. Chali. £sf Syriac, ^p. 260. 
Bafileae, 1622. 


SPONDA 
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sponda lecti, &c. which is both a Chaldee and 
a Syriac word, renders the latter part of the infcrip¬ 
tion fufficiently intelligible. For operimentvm 
et lectvm here may be confidered as equivalent to 
iECTVM opertvm, or perhaps limply lectvm, 
as the correfpondent Greek word has been tranflated 
by Dr. Bernard. The character reprefenting Fau, 
prefixed to the word I am now upon, agrees with 
the figure of that element, as it occurs in my fecorid 
Palmyrene (io) alphabet. For a farther account 
of thefe beds of ftate, as well as feveral other fimilar 
infcriptions, recourfe may be had to the (n) author 
here referred to. 

8. The laft word of the infcription is apparently 
D'wnAK, ArAQANPEAO£, agathangelvs, the 
name of an Abilenian, who eredted a cupola, or ca¬ 
mera, and placed under it a bed of ftate, dedicated 
to Jupiter Maximus Fulminator, or the fupreme God 
Jupiter the Thunderer, for the health and fafety of the 
emperor Hadrian, his fovereign. This happened, ac¬ 
cording to the correfpondent Greek infcription, in the 
445th year of theaera of Seleucus, and the ly th of that 
prince’s reign. The word ArA0ANrEAO£, aga¬ 
thangelvs, feems to be of nearly the fame import 
with ArA0OAAIMliN, agathodaemon, the name 
of an (12) Alexandrian geographer of pretty confi- 
derable note. It alfo occurs in (13) one of Gruter’s 
infcriptions, but is evidently a cognomen there. The 

(10) Pkilof. TranfaSi, Vol. XLVIII. Par. II. p. 740. 

(11) Seller. Antiquit, of Palmyr. p. 364, 369. 

(12) Agathodaem. Alexandrin. per Mercator, et Bert. Amft. 
1618. Vid. etiam Agathodaem. Alexandrin. Delineat. Orb, ex 
Lib. Ptolemai, Lat. Baf. 1552. 

(13) Jan. Gruter. Infcript. Romanar. Corp. p. 644. 1. 

charader 
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character reprefenting Ghimel , in this word, is fome- 
what different from all the other figures of the fame 
letter, that have hitherto appeared. 

9. The Palmyrene alphabet deducible from this 
infcription [fee Tab. I.] being curious, as the forms 
of feveral of it’s letters cannot be deemed the fame 
with thofe of the correfpondent elements in any of 
the Palmyrene alphabets hitherto publifhed j Iihould 
be thought guilty of an omiffion, did I not take the 
liberty to infert it here. The characters reprefent¬ 
ing Ghimel , Samech, 'TzaJe, and 5 Thau, in particular, 
differ confiderably from the figures of thofe letters 
on every other monument of the Palmyrenes. 

As 1 have fpoken pretty largely of this infcription 
in a former paper, I fhall not expatiate any farther 
upon it here ; but at prefent only beg leave to affure 
you that I am, with all due fentiments ofrefpedt and 
effeem. 


Sir, 

Your moft faithful, 


and moft obedient, 

humble fervant. 


Chrift-Church, Oxon. 
Nov. a8, j 765. 


John S win ton. 


Vol LVI. 
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